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a couple of singers, and I hope my sisters-in-law will come
early."
In- the inner court, the two Mistresses Meng were the first
to go away. Aunt Yang was about to follow them but the
Moon Lady asked her to stay longer. "Nun Hsueh has sent
her novices to fetch the sacred texts j" she said, "and you
might as well stay and hear them read this evening."
"I should very much like to stay," Aunt Yang said, "but
I have been asked to go to my nephew's betrothal party to-
morrow. I cannot very well fail to go."
When she had gone, the ladies drank together. When the
lamps were brought, the wives of the three clerks went away.
Miss Tuan stayed, and old woman P'an went to Golden
Lotus's room. Aunt Wu, Cassia, Miss ShSn, Miss Yii, the
nuns, Tower of Jade, Picture of Grace, and Golden Lotus,
were left in the Moon Lady's room.
When the boys began to bring in the things they kiiew
that the party in the outer court had broken up. Golden Lotus
hurriedly went out and stood silently at the corner door.
Hsi-m£n Ch'ing, supported by Lai An with a lantern, came
rolling by. He had meant to go and see Heart's Delight but,
seeing Golden Lotus, he took her hand and went to her room.
Lai An went on to the Moon Lady's room to give her the
cups and chop-sticks.
The Moon Lady thought Hsi-men Ch'ing was coming to
her room, and she had sent Miss Shfen, Miss Yti, and Cassia
to stay with Picture of Grace. "Is your father coming?" she
said to Lai An.
"He has gone to the Fifth Lady's room," Lai An told
her. The Moon Lady was annoyed,
"The fellow doesn't know what he's doing," she said to
Tower of Jade. "I was sure he would come here and go with
you. I can't imagine why he has gone to her again. But, now
I come to think of it, she has been looking lovesick these
last few days. She doesn't seem able to leave him for a
moment."
"Oh, never mind, Sister," Tower of Jade said, "if we talk
like this, it will look as though we wished to beat her at her
own game. Didn't you notice how the nun poked fu» at us,
saying that, no matter where he went, he could not go beyond

